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He is always a Manchu of high rank and represents the
emperor in all matters relating to the administration of, or
ceremonial relations with, the non-Chinese section of the
population of this part of the empire. The Koko-nor,
the Ts'aidam, and all northeastern Tibet as far as the
upper course of the Yang-tzii, are more or less within his
jurisdiction.
The staff of the Amban comprises a number of secre-
taries and clerks (Pih-fieh-she), and a corps of thirty-two
agents or T*ung-$Mh; on the latter devolve the principal
duties of his office. They carry the orders of their head to
the different chieftains, arbitrate quarrels between tribes,
collect the money tribute, and are practically the only
representatives of the Chinese government known among
the remoter tribes. These Tungs6, as they are called by
Tibetans and Mongols, have, from the very nature of
their duties, innumerable opportunities for making money
out of the people, 6f " eating them," as Tibetans call it.
So, though their pay is only a yearly allowance of Tls. 24
for the keep of a horse, they realize hundreds and some-
times thousands of taels on each journey they make.
Their principal source of profit is the ula.1 When any
official starts on a journey outside of China proper he
receives from the officer who has control of the country
through which he is to travel an order on the tribes for
a certain number of men, saddle and pack animals, food,
etc., to be supplied him at specified stations; this is known
as an ula order (yi piao). The numbers of men and animals,
and quantities of food are generally much in excess of the
71 do not know the origin of the    in  Ibn   Batuta's Journeys  (Defre"-
word ula> which is used throughout    mery's trans., Ill, 95), "Quant a la
Mongolia and Tibet.   It is curious to    poste aux chevaux (dans Hnde) on
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